Antigen-presenting cells and tolerance induction.
T cell tolerance induction to foreign and self-antigens has occupied research since the beginning of the understanding of the immune system. Much controversy still exists on this question even though new methods became available to investigate immunoregulatory mechanisms. Antigen-presenting cells play a pivotal role in transferring information from the periphery of the organism to lymphoid organs. There, they initiate not only the activation of naive T cells but seem to deliver important signals which result in T cell unresponsiveness with antigen-specific tolerance induction.